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The Prime Focus is the monthly newsletter of the Columbus
Astronomical Society, a not for profit group of amateur as-
tronomers interested in the night sky. Information can be ob-
tained by writing to the address below. Society members build
telescopes, observe the splendors of the universe, contribute to
scientific research and educate the public at public programs
around the city and at Perkins Observatory.

CAS web site - http://www.the-CAS.org/.

For Advertising info contact the editor.

President: : Jason Hissong
jhissonl@columbus.rr.com

Vice president: Brad Hoehne
hoehneb@yahoo.com

Secretary: Jim Schoultz
jschoultz@att.net

Treasurer: Terry Higerd
thigerd@att.net

Prime Focus Editor: Joanne Konst
jfkonst@columbus.rr.com

614-267-9009

614-276-2911

Mail to: Columbus Astronomical Society
P.O. Box 163004
Columbus, Ohio 43216

*Must be a club member to qualify for discount magazine
subscription rates. If you are renewing a magazine subscrip-
tion please send your magazine renewal notice from the pub-
lisher along with this form and your check to ensure proper

credit toward your subscription.
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Columbus Astronomical Society
Membership Application/Renewal Form

Please indicate whether a [ ] new member [ ] membership renewal [ ]
magazine subscription [ ] magazine subscription renewal.

I have checked the class of membership and magazine/s subscription/s
desired and enclosed a check made payable to the Columbus Astro-
nomical Society for:

[ 1 Annual Regular Membership Fee: $20

[ 1 Annual Student Membership Fee: (under 18) $10

[ 1 Annual Family Membership Fee: $25

[ 1 Annual Patron Membership Fee: $50

[ 1 Annual Corporate Membership Fee: $150

[ 1 Astronomy Magazine: $34.00/1 year *

[ ] Sky & Telescope: $32.95/1 year *

[] Trial - 3 issues of PRIME FOCUS while I decide: $2

[ 1 Tax Deductible Donation:

[ 1 Send the Newsletter via USPS instead of e-mail ($5.00)

Total:

Please Print

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone (E-Mail)

Today's Date




NIGHT TIMES

The Newsletter of Perkins Observatory Feb. 2010

February Skies

Now is the time to schedule a trip to the
“O” before the Great Nebula in Orion sinks
below the horizon in the evening until next
year.

So come on up to one of our weekend
public programs and have a look. Members
of the Friends of Perkins are especially and
most cordially invited to take advantage of
your season-pass badges to explore the
wonders of the sky (and the wonders of our
85-year-old observatory, as well).

For starters, we're featuring one of the
great showpieces of the sky, M42, The Great
Nebula in Orion.

In the meantime, smaller telescopes on
the front lawn will feature gorgeous views
of some of the sky’s greatest open clusters,
including the world-famous Double Cluster
and the even-more famous Seven Sisters
Add a binary star or two, like brilliant and
beautiful Castor in Gemini, and you have
yourself a night to remember!

In other words, there’s plenty to see.
And even if it’s cloudy, we promise to keep
you entertained and educated by providing
tours of the Observatory and a bit of
instruction about some of the things you can
see in binoculars or a small telescope from
your own back yard.

Cold-Weather
Programs

During winter, we do our best to run
the programs even if the weather is unsuit-
able for observing. Remember, even when
it’s cold and cloudy, we can always tell you
about all the wonderful things you WOULD
have seen in the telescope had the skies
been clear. Also, you'd be surprised at how
many folks express disappointment on clear
nights that we don’t have the time to tell our
(we hope) not-very-scary-but-ever-so-
slightly-inspirational ghost story. For the
record: We are honored to tell the story if the
skies are cloudy and therefore unsuitable for
stargazing or telescoping. Yes, dear friends.
Cloudy nights do have their recompense
here at the “O.”

However, we do sometimes cancel a
program during winter, so it’s always a

good idea to call before you leave, especially
if you are a member of the Friends of Perkins
and we aren’t expecting you.

Typically, we might cancel a program for
three reasons:

1. No one signs up in advance. You can
prevent that rare occurrence by calling and
signing up in advance, of course. In any
case, that type of cancellation is rare, we are
deeply relieved to say.

2. Asnow emergency. For the most part,
we will run a program even if it's snowing a
bit. You'd be surprised at how many people
brave the weather to be at a program, even if
the weather is remarkably bad. However, in
the case of those snows officially declared
“Level-Three Snow Emergencies,” cars are
banned from the streets with good reason.

Besides, there’s nothing quite like the
sound of the big, old dome creaking and
moaning in pitiful agony as it tries to turn
with several hundred tons of snow and ice
on it. The sound of breaking ice and snow is
a sound that sends terror into our hearts.

Call to make sure, of course, but you can
bet that if everybody else is canceling
evening activities because of an official snow
emergency, we will do the same.

3. Bitterly cold weather. Frankly, cold
nights in winter sometimes produce the best
skies, but below 10 degrees F. or so, the
dome simply doesn’t open and close
properly. We thus risk serious damage to
our 135,000 pound, spinning roof, and
without it we aren’t an observatory.

(over please)
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groups.
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groups.

groups.

groups.

Taurus, the Bulletin Board

Note to CAS members: Please bring your telescopes to clear, weekend programs!

*February 5 (Friday) 8 PM. Guest Night. Tickets available.
*February 6 (Saturday) Noon. CAS Amateur Telescope Making and Radio Astronomy

*February 9 (Tuesday) 10 A.M. Tom Burns, your friendly neighborhood Observatory
Director, emotes about stargazing on WOSU AM (820), “All Sides” with Ann Fisher.
*February 12 (Friday) 8 PM. Guest Night. Tickets available.

*February 13 (Saturday) Noon. CAS Amateur Telescope Making and Radio Astronomy

*February 13 (Saturday) 8 PM. Columbus Astronomical Society meeting.

*February 16 (Tuesday) 10 A.M. Holy Spirit School third graders.

*February 18 (Thursday) 8 PM. New Vistas in Astronomy, featuring OSU’s Bradley
Peterson on “The New, Improved Hubble Space Telescope.”

*February 19 (Friday) 8 PM. Guest Night. Plenty tickets Available.

*February 20 (Saturday) Noon. CAS Amateur Telescope Making and Radio Astronomy

*February 25 (Thursday) 6:30 PM. Columbus School for Girls 7th and 8th graders.
*February 26 (Friday) 8 PM. Guest Night. Plenty tickets Available.
*February 27 (Saturday) Noon. CAS Amateur Telescope Making and Radio Astronomy

*March 7 (Friday) 8 PM. Guest Night. Sold out to the girl scouts!
*March 8 (Saturday) Noon. CAS Amateur Telescope Making and Radio Astronomy

*March 11 (Thursday) 8 PM. New Vistas in Astronomy, featuring OSU’s Andrew Gould
on “Planets in Distant Parts of our Milky Way Galaxy.”

*March 12 (Friday) 8 PM. Guest Night. Some tickets available.

*March 13 (Saturday) Noon. CAS Amateur Telescope Making and Radio Astronomy

*March 13 (Saturday) 8 PM. Regular meeting of the Columbus Astronomical Society.
*March 16 (Tuesday) 9 A.M. 100 Davis Middle School 8th graders in two rounds.
*March 19 (Friday) 8 PM. Guest Night. Sold out to the scouts again.




In addition, no experience matches
cranking the two 12,000-pound dome doors
shut by hand. Your intrepid director and the
former Building Super, Jim Sheets, had to do
it thrice during the 1990’s. It's 3 1/2 hours of
bone-grinding, frigid cranking (on tip toes
atop a tall, rickety ladder, no less).

Ah, memories. Thus, we will indeed
cancel a program if the temperature threat-
ens to sink into single digits. Call us!

Observatory Angels

Our deepest appreciation goes to the
many fine folks below who helped Perkins
Observatory during the last couple of
months. You'll see a lot of names on this list
you will recognize from previous newslet-
ters. Thanks for your constancy to the ”O,”
folks. We quite literally couldn’t do it with-
out you.

Gifts to the Operating Fund:

The Columbus Astronomical Society, the
second of two $1,000 gifts this year.

Linda and Ashley Watson of Columbus,
$150.

Terry Hetzer of Canal Winchester, $50

John and Lynn Foreman of Delaware,
$100.

Jim Pace of the CAS, two gifts of $40.00,
which Jim, bless him, has sent automatically
every month. Perhaps a few CAS members
could consider following his example.
Hmmm . ..

PC Boeshaar of Winters, CA, $100 in sup-
port of the Phil Keenan Garden.

Mike Henry, a dedicated supporter, of
Dublin, $100.

C & M Appraisal Pro, Ltd., $200.

Edward Winkler of Howard, OH, $100.

John Brody of Columbus, $50.

Kathy Shaw, longtime member the CAS
from Johnstown, $50.

James E. Beehler of Columbus, $50.

Barbara Muller of Columbus, $100.

Here’s another way of contributing to the
Observatory: For several years our good
friend Dick Stover has been collecting his

change all year and donating it at year’s
end. Thanks, Vic!

This year, Brad Hoehne of the CAS did
the same to the tune of $212. Brad is also a
frequent volunteer at our Friday-night pro-
grams. What a guy!

Gifts to the Perkins Endowment Fund:
Jim Pace of the CAS, two gifts of $40.00
each. (See above.)

John Flanagan, CAS member and loyal
supporter, $100.

Mark Shipps, Vice President for Univer-
sity Relations at Ohio Wesleyan, and Cindy
Shipps, both from the OWU graduating
class of 1970, $200. Gifts from the OWU
community mean a lot to us. Special thanks
to Mark and Cindy.

John and Lynn Foreman of Delaware,
$100.

Mike Henry of Dublin, $100.

Diana Morawetz of Columbus, $25.

Participants in our “2,000 Points of Light”
program split their $200 contribution. Half
goes to the Perkins Endowment and half
goes to our Operating Fund:

Suzanne Wyant for Kathie Wyant Martin,
$200.

Tim Schiltz of Delaware in honor of Suzie
Schiltz. $200.

New and renewing memberships in the
Friends of Perkins Observatory:

Gregory Barden of Columbus, Family
Sponsor, $201.

Suzanne Wyant, individual membership,
$50.

Terry Toole, family membership. $90.
Carol Hallenbeck of the Ohio Wesleyan com-
munity, individual membership, $50.

Dennis Anderson and Mary Ann Silagy,
family membership, $100.

David Webster and family, family spon-
sorship, $200.

Jerry Newsom, who has provided both fi-
nancial and moral support over the years, a
sponsor membership, $100.

Dr. Philip Samuels and family of Dela-
ware, family membership, $90.

Donna L. Violet of Sunbury, $200 family

sponsor membership.

The Frazier family of Delaware, $200
family sponsor membership.

Beverly Sabins of Columbus, family
membership, $100.

C. Daniel Wade of Marion, individual
membership, $50.

John Brody of Columbus, individual
membership, $50.

Dan Boyer of Carroll, sponsorship, $100.

Kathy Shaw of the CAS, individual mem-
bership, $50.

Steven Robeano of Galena renewed his
long-standing individual membership and
also renewed the individual membership of
David W. Evans of Pickerington, $100.

The following folks participated in our
Adoption Program:

Steve Kretzer of Upper Arlington
adopted a brick for $50.

J. H. Gardner, of Gahanna, $100 brick
adoption.

Bill and Irmgard Buckel of Columbus
adopted two bats, which they would like
named Fannie and Freddie, $70.

One More Way You Can
Help Us

The cost of mailing this newsletter contin-
ues to go up, both in terms of postage and
time consumed in mailing it through the US
Postal Service.

If you’d be willing to receive it via email,
please send a request to
<perkins@owu.edu>.
We hope to see you soon at the “O.” May
you sky be dark and filled with stars!

Lots of Ways to Reach Us
Phone: (740) 363-1257
Mail: P. O. Box 449
Delaware, OH 43015
Email: perkins@owu.edu
Web site: www.perkins-observatory.org/
Fax: (740) 363-1258
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1. Yes, I want to make a donation to the Perkins Endowment. Amount enclosed:
2. ___Yes, I want to be a member of the Friends of Perkins Observatory. Enroll me at the level of sponsorship checked below:
___ Individual ($50) ___ Sponsor ($100) ___ Family ($90) ___ Family Sponsor ($200) ___ Corporate ($300)
Name

Address

Names of family members (for family memberships only)

Phone

City

State Zip Code

Please check here if you are currently a member of the Friends of Perkins Observatory.

(Please mail to Perkins Observatory, P. O. Box 449, Delaware, OH 43015. Make checks available to “Perkins Observatory.”)





